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Average measurements in millimetres, taken from preserved skin 


and skulls mentioned above are as 

follows: 




9 

Head and body 

.. 126 

123 

. Tail 

8*6 

8 

Ear from orifice 

.. 16*5 

16 

Forearm 

.. 69*0 

67 

Total length of skull 

.. 35*25 

34 

Zygomatic breadth 

.. 20-5 

20 

Virus Research Centre, 1 

Poona, 

August 17, 1967. 


H R. BHAT 
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2. OCCURRENCE OF THE BROWN BEAR, URSUS 
ARCTOS LINNAEUS, IN BHUTAN 

On being asked if the Brown Bear, as opposed to the Himalayan 
Black Bear, was found in Bhutan, the King of that country recently 
informed me that he himself shot a Brown Bear in northern Bhutan 
north of Bumthang in 1945. The skin was not available for 
examining or photographing, but I see no reason to disbelieve the 
source of my information as there could surely be no confusion by 
an experienced sportsman between the Brown Bear and the Himalayan 
Black Bear. 

The range of the Brown Bear is given by Ellerman & Morrison- 
Scott’s checklist as Kashmir and Punjab (now Himachal Pradesh) so 
far as the Indian subcontinent is concerned, and by Prater’s book of 
Indian animals as ‘the north-western and central Himalayas’. It may 
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now be accepted that the Brown Bear has been recorded from 
Bhutan on one occasion. 

Evergreen Cottage, 

Shillong 5, E. P. GEE 

Assam, 

June 4, 1967. 


3. OCCURRENCE OF THE DESERT CAT, FEUS 
LI BY C A ORNATA GRAY NEAR POONA 

While engaged in local (40 kilometre radius around Poona) intensive 
survey programme of the Western Regional Station at Poona, during 
the year 1966-67, I collected two specimens of the Desert Cat from 
Shira, near Kamshet (Bombay-Poona Road), on May 22, 1966 and 
February 12, 1967. It is gathered from the existing records 

(Ellerman & Morrison-Scott 19.51; Prater 1965) that this species is 
known to occur only in the drier regions of north-western, 
western and central India, approximately 80° E. in the east and to 
22° N. in the south. It has never been reported to occur so far 
down south as Poona (18° 30'N.). 

Western Regional Station, 

Zoological Survey of India, B. S. LAMBA 

1182/2, F. C. Road, 

Poona-5, 

August 29, 1967. 
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4. OCCURRENCE OF THE SNOW LEOPARD, 
PANTHERA IJNC1A (SCHREBER), IN BHUTAN 

In Ellerman Sc Morrison-Scott’s checklist of palaearctic and 
Indian mammals the range of the Snow Leopard is given as only 
Kashmir, as far as the Indian subcontinent is concerned. In Prater’s 
book of Indian animals it is given as Tn India . . along the whole 


